had been done to Elliott. Three arbitrators
chosen by the parties to the dispute decided
that Cooper had fulfilled his duty as an his-
torian; that " the narrative of his battle of Lake
Erie was true; that it was impartial"; and
that his critics' " review was untrue, not im-
partial"; and that they "should publish this
decision in New York, Washington, and Albany
papers." Later Commodore Elliott presented
Cooper with a bronze medal for this able and
disinterested " defense of his brother-sailor."

Professor Lounsbury's summary of Cooper's
" Naval History " is: " It is safe to say, that for
the period which it covers it is little likely to be
superseded as the standard history of the Ameri-
can navy. Later investigation may show some of
the author's assertions to be erroneous. Some of
his conclusions may turn out as mistaken as have
his prophecies about the use of steam in war
vessels. But such defects, assuming that they
exist, are more than counterbalanced by advan-
tages which make it a final authority on points that
can never again be so fully considered. Many
sources of information which were then accessible
no longer exist. The men who shared in the
scenes described, and who communicated inf orma-
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